
 

 

 

RAIL CENTRAL RAIL FREIGHT INTERCHANGE AND HIGHWAY ORDER 

Consultation from 15 March 2018 to 23 April 2018 

Section 44 Planning Act 2008 

Relevant land: {insert specific land reference} 

The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA 

Regulations”) 

Proposed Rail Central (Strategic Rail Freight Interchange) Development Consent Order (DCO) – 

invitation to Phase Two consultation 

Dear Sir/Madam  

Ashfield Land Management Limited of St Catherine's Court, Berkeley Place, Clifton, Bristol, Somerset, 

BS8 1BQ and Gazeley GLP Northampton s.á.r.l. of (Arendt Services) 19 Rue de Bitbourg, L1273, 

Luxembourg (the Applicant) intends to develop Rail Central, a proposed new Strategic Rail Freight 

Interchange (SRFI) in Northamptonshire (the Project).  

The Applicant is consulting you in your capacity as a prescribed consultee under section 42 (Duty to 

consult) and Section 44 (Categories for the purposes of section 42 (1)(d)) of the Act and would welcome 

you views on the Project.  This is because you hold an interest in the land to which the Project relates. 

This land interest is as described above and as detailed within the enclosed plans showing the Order 

Limits, which will accompany the formal statutory consultation. 

We are writing to you now to inform you of the consultation and to provide you with an electronic copy of 

the documentation that forms the basis of the consultation on the Project. 

Project background 

The Project will consist of two Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). The main SRFI site is 

one NSIP and the Junction M1 15A construction work is the other. In addition, there are associated minor 

highway improvement works. The main SRFI site is located where the West Coast Mainline meets the 

Northampton Loop railway line to the south-west of Northampton and between the villages of Blisworth 

and Milton Malsor.  Additional detail as to the works proposed under the Project are included in the section 

48 notice included with this letter.  

The Project is classified as a NSIP under the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) and, as a result, the Applicant is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINs), who will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State.  

Consultation 

Between April and September 2016, the Applicant invited the local community to submit their feedback on 

the proposals as part of the formal community consultation process known as Section 47 Consultation.  

The Rail Central team has assessed the feedback and has continued to develop and refine the proposals.  
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A second phase of statutory consultation will now take place between 15 March 

and 11.59pm on 23 April 2018. 

Enclosed with this letter is a USB drive comprising the: 

• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), Non-Technical Summary and Technical 

Appendices 

• Draft Planning Statement 

• Parameters Plan and Landscape Masterplan 

• Project Assessments and Reports 

• Project Drawings and Plans 

• Draft Construction and Operational Management Plans 

• Land Plans 

Please also find enclosed the formal notice of the statutory consultation, provided pursuant to Section 48 

of the Act. 

The Applicant is keen to gain relevant information from statutory consultees and the local community to 

help refine the Project prior to submission of the Application. Your feedback will be considered before the 

Applicant finalises its application to PINs and will also be reported to PINs when the application is 

submitted.  

This phase of consultation will include statutory and technical stakeholders and has been advertised to 

give the wider public an opportunity to comment on the proposed application. 

The Project is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development and so the Applicant will prepare 

an Environmental Statement to accompany the application to the Planning Inspectorate.  

The PEIR and other application documentation relating to the proposed Development Consent Order for 

the Project will be available on the Applicant’s website at www.railcentral.com and at the below deposit 

locations and times for inspection free of charge from 15 March 2018 until 23 April 2018.  The 

documentation available for inspection includes those documents detailed above. 

Deposit locations 

Location  Address  Opening times  

Northamptonshire County Council County Hall, Northampton NN1 1ED Monday – Friday: 8.30am – 5pm 

Northampton Borough Council Offices The One Stop Shop, The Guildhall, St 

Giles Square, Northampton NN1 1DE 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm 

 

Northamptonshire Central Library Northamptonshire Central Library, 

Abington Street, Northampton NN1 2BA 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm;  

Saturday: 9am – 5pm;  

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Roade Library Roade Library, High Street, Roade NN7 

2NW 

Wednesday: 10am-2pm 

Thursday – Friday: 2pm – 6pm;   

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Towcester Library Towcester Library, The Forum, Moat Lane, 

Towcester NN12 6AD 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm;  

Saturday: 9am – 5pm;  

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Hunsbury Library Hunsbury Library, Overslade Close, 

Northampton NN4 0RZ 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm;  

Saturday: 9am – 5pm;  

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Further details in relation to the Project and the preliminary environmental information can be found on the 

Applicant’s website at www.railcentral.com from 15 March 2018. 

http://www.railcentral.com/
http://www.railcentral.com/
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In addition, the PEIR and other documentation being consulted upon, as listed 

above, will be on display at public exhibitions and where members of the Project 

team will be available to answer queries. The events are being held by the 

Applicant at the following locations and times: 

Public exhibitions 

Venue  Address  Date  Time  

Walnut Tree Inn 21 Station Rd, Blisworth NN7 3DS Thursday 15 March 2pm – 8pm 

Milton Malsor Village Hall High Street, Milton Malsor, NN7 3AS Saturday 17 March 12.30pm – 5.30pm 

Roade Village Hall Bailey Brooks Lane, Roade NN7 2LS Wednesday 21 March 1pm – 7pm 

South Northamptonshire 

Council Chamber 

The Forum, Moat Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AD Thursday 22 March 1pm – 7pm 

Milton Malsor Village Hall High Street, Milton Malsor, NN7 3AS Friday 23 March 2pm – 8pm 

Blisworth Village Hall 19 Stoke Road, Blisworth NN7 3DB Saturday 24 March 10am – 4pm 

 

You can respond to the consultation in the following ways between 15 March 2018 and 11.59pm on 23 

April 2018: 

• Project website: www.railcentral.com includes the latest project information, updates and core 

documents as detailed above.  An online feedback form is available on the website.   

• Project email address: railcentral@camargue.uk can be used to submit feedback. 

• Freepost: the dedicated project freepost address (FREEPOST Rail Central) can be used to 

request further information, ask questions or submit feedback. 

 

All responses or representations must: 

• Be made in writing 

• State the grounds of the response or representation 

• Indicate who is making the response or representation 

• Provide an address for the respondent 

 

Any response or representation in respect of the proposed DCO must be received by no later than 

11.59pm on Monday 23 April 2018.  Responses and other representations will be made public, however 

comments will not be attributed to individuals. 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with the Project, please contact us 
on the project hotline (0845 543 8967) or by email at railcentral@camargue.uk. 

I hope you are able to take part in the consultation in one of the specified ways. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Alex Verbeek    Andrew Fisher 

Managing Director – UK   Managing Director 

Gazeley GLP    Ashfield Land 

http://www.railcentral.com/
mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
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RAIL CENTRAL RAIL FREIGHT INTERCHANGE AND HIGHWAY ORDER 

Consultation from 15 March 2018 to 23 April 2018 

Section 44 Planning Act 2008 

Re: proposed Rail Central (Strategic Rail Freight Interchange) Development Consent Order (DCO) – 

reminder of invitation to Phase Two consultation and for feedback submission by 23 April 2018 

 

Dear Sir/Madam  

Further to our letter to you in March 2018, we are writing to remind you that Phase Two Consultation for the 

proposals for Rail Central is currently underway and that the deadline for all feedback is 11.59pm on 23 April 

2018.   

If you have already provided written feedback as part of the Phase Two Consultation and do not wish to 

provide further comments, then please ignore this letter. 

The Project 

Rail Central is a proposed new strategic rail freight interchange (SRFI) in Northamptonshire. 

The Project will consist of two Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). The main SRFI site is 

one NSIP and is located where the West Coast Main Line meets the Northampton Loop railway line to the 

south-west of Northampton and between the villages of Blisworth and Milton Malsor.  Proposed construction 

work to Junction 15A of the M1 is the other NSIP.  In addition, there are associated minor highway 

improvement works to a number of junctions in the wider area. 

The Project is classified as a NSIP under the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) and, as a result, the Applicant is 

required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate 

(PINs), which will examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State. 

The Project is being brought forward by Ashfield Land Management Limited of St Catherine's Court, 

Berkeley Place, Clifton, Bristol, Somerset, BS8 1BQ and Gazeley GLP Northampton s.á.r.l. of (Arendt 

Services) 19 Rue de Bitbourg, L1273, Luxembourg (the Applicant). 

Why you are receiving this letter 

As part of the Phase Two Consultation we are consulting you and all other individuals and organisations who 

we believe have, or may have, an interest in land near to the project or the land on which we are proposing 

to develop the project (known as the Order Limits).  This includes the land for the main SRFI site, the works 

taking place at Junction 15A (which includes an area for ecological mitigation and landscaping) and the 

various highways junctions where we are proposing minor highways improvements. 

There are several hundred individuals or organisations who fall into this category of having an interest in the 

land to which the project relates, some of whom own or have a right over land within the ‘red line’ (Order 
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Limits) boundary of the site and others that have land nearby and could be 

affected in some way by the construction or operation of the SRFI.  The Order 

Limit plans that indicate the boundaries of the sites were sent to you previously 

and these documents can be obtained from the project website 

(www.railcentral.com). 

All those with an interest in the land have a particular status in the project consultation (under Section 44 of 

the Planning Act 2008) and are being invited to provide their feedback on the project before the end of the 

Phase Two Consultation on 23 April 2018. 

If you are unclear on why you are being consulted in this respect, or what your specific land interest may be, 

please contact us as soon as possible and we will be pleased to clarify this. 

The Phase Two Consultation 

Phase Two Consultation was launched on 15 March and will continue until 11.59pm on 23 April 2018.  This 

phase of consultation provides statutory and technical stakeholders, those with an interest in the land, and 

the wider public an opportunity to comment on the proposed application. 

All Consultation materials are available to view on the project website, www.railcentral.com and at the below 

deposit locations before the end of 23 April 2018. 

Location  Address  Opening times  

Northamptonshire County Council County Hall, Northampton NN1 1ED Monday – Friday: 8.30am – 5pm 

Northampton Borough Council 

Offices 

The One Stop Shop, The Guildhall, St 

Giles Square, Northampton NN1 1DE 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm 

 

Northamptonshire Central Library Northamptonshire Central Library, 

Abington Street, Northampton NN1 2BA 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm;  

Saturday: 9am – 5pm;  

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Roade Library Roade Library, High Street, Roade NN7 

2NW 

Wednesday: 10am-2pm 

Thursday – Friday: 2pm – 6pm;   

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Towcester Library Towcester Library, The Forum, Moat 

Lane, Towcester NN12 6AD 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm;  

Saturday: 9am – 5pm;  

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Hunsbury Library Hunsbury Library, Overslade Close, 

Northampton NN4 0RZ 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 6pm;  

Saturday: 9am – 5pm;  

Sunday: 11am – 2pm 

Providing your feedback 

Any response or representation in respect of the proposed DCO must be received by no later than 11.59pm 

on Monday 23 April 2018.  Responses and other representations will be made public; however, comments 

will not be attributed to individuals. 

 

You can respond to the consultation in the following ways by: 

• Project website: www.railcentral.com includes the latest project information, updates and core 

documents as detailed above.  An online feedback form is available on the website.   

• Project email address: railcentral@camargue.uk can be used to submit feedback. 

• Freepost: the dedicated project freepost address (FREEPOST Rail Central) can be used to request 

further information, ask questions or submit feedback. 

 

All responses or representations must: 

• Be made in writing 

• State the grounds of the response or representation 

http://www.railcentral.com/
http://www.railcentral.com/
http://www.railcentral.com/
mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
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• Indicate who is making the response or representation 

• Provide an address for the respondent 

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with the 

Project, please contact us on the project hotline (0845 543 8967) or by email at railcentral@camargue.uk. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Alex Verbeek    Andrew Fisher 

Managing Director – UK   Managing Director 

Gazeley GLP    Ashfield Land 

 

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk


 

 

 

RAIL CENTRAL RAIL FREIGHT INTERCHANGE AND HIGHWAY ORDER 

Section 42 and 44 of the Planning Act 2008 

Relevant land: {insert description of site name land reference} 

The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA 

Regulations”)  

Proposed Rail Central (Strategic Rail Freight Interchange) Development Consent Order (DCO) – 

invitation to provide feedback on the proposals 

{insert specific salutation}  

Ashfield Land Management Limited of St Catherine's Court, Berkeley Place, Clifton, Bristol, Somerset, 

BS8 1BQ and Gazeley GLP Northampton s.á.r.l. of (Arendt Services) 19 Rue de Bitbourg, L1273, 

Luxembourg (the Applicant) intends to develop Rail Central, a proposed new Strategic Rail Freight 

Interchange (SRFI) between Milton Malsor and Blisworth in Northamptonshire (the Project).  

Project background 

The Project will consist of two Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) under the Planning Act 

2008 (the Act), and, as a result, the Applicant is required to submit an application for a Development 

Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate (PINs), which will examine the application on behalf of 

the Secretary of State.  

The main SRFI site is one NSIP and is located where the West Coast Main Line meets the Northampton 

Loop railway line to the south-west of Northampton and between the villages of Blisworth and Milton 

Malsor.  Proposed construction work to Junction 15A of the M1 is the other NSIP.  In addition, there are 

associated minor highway improvement works to a number of junctions in the wider area.  You can find 

additional information at www.railcentral.com 

Your interest in Land 

Further to minor changes being made to the Project and a review of title and Land Registry information we 

have recently identified that you may have an interest in land which falls within our proposed development 

area (the land in question is specified in the title above).  

The Applicant's land referencing team (a company called TerraQuest), will contact you separately to verify 

our findings and to confirm the details your interest mentioned above, you may have in fact already 

received their letter and questionnaire. In any case, we would separately like to give you the opportunity to 

provide us with feedback on the Project. 

The Applicant is consulting you in your capacity as a prescribed consultee under section 42 (Duty to 

consult) and Section 44 (Categories for the purposes of section 42 (1)(d)) of the Act and would welcome 

you views on the Project because you hold an interest in the land to which the Project relates. This land 

interest is as described above and as detailed within the Order Limits, which are available on the Rail 

Central project website (www.railcentral.com). 

 

Consultation 
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Between April and September 2016, the Applicant invited the local community to 

submit their feedback on the proposals as part of the formal community 

consultation process known as Section 47 Consultation.  A second phase of 

statutory consultation then took place in March and April 2018. 

Please find enclosed the formal notice of the statutory consultation, provided pursuant to Section 48 of the 

Act. 

The Applicant is keen to gain relevant information from statutory consultees and the local community to 

help refine the Project prior to submission of the Application. 

The Project is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development and so the Applicant will prepare 

an Environmental Statement to accompany the application to the Planning Inspectorate.  

The Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and other application documentation relating to 

the proposed Development Consent Order for the Project are available on the Applicant’s website at 

www.railcentral.com/project-library/phase-two-consultation/ 

This documentation includes:  

• PEIR, Non-Technical Summary and Technical Appendices 

• Draft Planning Statement 

• Parameters Plan and Landscape Masterplan 

• Project Assessments and Reports 

• Project Drawings and Plans 

• Draft Construction and Operational Management Plans 

• Land Plans 

 
Localised Consultation 

Localised Consultation is currently taking place as the development proposals have been slightly 

amended and refined in response to feedback from the second phase of consultation and the findings of 

recent technical work.  

This is in accordance with the Government’s guidance on pre-application consultation process and is 

proportionate in relation to the amendments and refinements of the proposed development. Consultation 

is now taking place with potentially affected parties and will close at 11.59pm on 3 August 2018.  

Providing feedback 

We would appreciate if you provided any response or representation in respect of the proposed DCO, 

either in relation to the original Phase 2 consultation, or the additional localised consultation now being 

undertaken, by 11.59pm on 3 August 2018, so we can consider it before the application is finalised and 

submitted to PINs.  Feedback will be reported to PINs as part of the DCO application. 

You can respond to the consultation in the following ways: 

• Project website: www.railcentral.com includes the latest project information, updates and core 

documents as detailed above. 

• Project email address: railcentral@camargue.uk can be used to submit feedback. 

• Freepost: the dedicated project freepost address (FREEPOST Rail Central) can be used to 

request further information, ask questions or submit feedback. 

All responses or representations must be in writing; state the grounds of the response or representation; 

indicate who is making the response or representation; and provide an address for the respondent.  

http://www.railcentral.com/project-library/phase-two-consultation/
http://www.railcentral.com/
mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
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Responses and other representations will be made public; however, comments 

will not be attributed to individuals.  Please refer to the project website for a copy 

of our data privacy notice. 

Examination 

You will also be able to take part in the Examination process and provide representations once the 

application has been accepted for examination. Further details will be released regarding this process 

once the application is submitted in the third quarter of 2018. 

Your feedback 

Your feedback on the Project will be considered before the Applicant finalises its application to PINS for a 
DCO to authorise the Project. This will also be reported to PINS when the application is submitted.  Any 
representations you have already made will also be reported.  

If you wish to discuss this consultation or any other issues in connection with the Project, please contact 
us on the project hotline (0800 902 0421) or by email at railcentral@camargue.uk 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Alex Verbeek     Andrew Fisher 

Managing Director – UK    Managing Director 

Gazeley GLP     Ashfield Land 

 

 

 

mailto:railcentral@camargue.uk
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